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August 27, 2014

National Native American Boarding School Healing Coalition (N-NABS-HC)
PO Box 17247
Boulder, CO 80308

To Whom It May Concern:

Per your request, the National Indian Child Welfare Association (NICWA) is providing this
letter documenting our support for the establishment of the National Native American
Boarding School Healing Coalition. Our board of directors considered and approved a
motion on July 21, 2013, to support the establishment of the National Native American
Boarding School Healing Coalition and its work to examine the impact of boarding schools
upon American Indian and Alaska Native (Al/AN) children and families.

In our work, we often see the residual effects of the board school era and how it has
contributed to the displacement of AI/AN children throughout the United States. We
understand the need to better understand these impacts and develop thoughtful, culturally
based approaches to address the trauma that many boarding schools visited upon Al/AN
children and their families in the past. If you have any questions, please contact David
Simmons, NICWA government affairs and advocacy director, at desimmons@nicwa.org.

Sincerely,
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Sarah L. Kastelic, PhD
Deputy Director
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President Gil Vigil, Tesuque  Vice President Theodore Nelson, Sr., Seminole Tribe of Florida ~ Secretary Rochelle Ettawageshik, Little Traverse Bay Band of Odawa Indians ~ Treasurer Gary Peterson, Skokomish
Executive Director Terry L. Cross, Seneca Nation

BOARD MEMBERS
Patricia Carter-Goodheart, Nez Perce  Angela Connor, Choctaw/Chickasaw  Paul Day, Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe  Jennifer Elliott, Sac & Fox
Donne Fleagle, Athabaskan  Jocelyn Formsma, Swampy Cree Debra Foxcroft, Tseshaht ~Linda Logan, Oklahoma Choctaw Luke Madrigal, Cahuilla Band of Indians
Aurene Martin, Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Robbie R. McGhee, Poarch Band of Creek Indians ~ Jaymee Li Moore, Colorado River Indian Tribes ~Mary Tenorio, Santo Domingo
Derek Valdo, Acoma W. Alex Wesaw, Pokagon Band of Potawatomi  Jeffrey C. Whelan, Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe
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